Graduate Council Meeting

April 9, 2007

8 AM in Pintlar Room
Members in Attendance:



Members Not in Attendance:
	Abbott
	Doug
	
	Shirk
	Henrietta
	
	Peterson
	Holly

	Figueira
	Joe
	
	Spear
	Terry
	
	Twidwell
	Larry

	Gonshak
	Henry
	
	Speece
	Marvin
	
	
	

	Hobbs
	David
	
	Todd
	Chip
	
	
	

	Hoffman
	Todd
	
	Van Dyne
	Michelle
	
	
	

	Kuenzi
	Amy
	
	Wahl
	Neil
	
	
	

	McNearny
	Rich
	
	Wolfgram
	Diane
	
	
	


Agenda
CALL TO ORDER-DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 


Figueira 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 





Figueira

Motion to Approve Minutes of Last Meeting
Terry Spear


2nd:





David Hobbs
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 





Figueira
ACTION ITEMS

Math Graduate Level Special Topics Course



Todd for Rossi

Math 5956 Special Topics is proposed to cover selected topics in advanced mathematics or statistics that will be available to all graduate students but is being created to primarily fill the needs of the Interdisciplinary MS and IIP students.  Some students may attend a 4000 level Math course and be required to do extra problems, projects, or reports to justify the 5000 level listing.

Motion that the proposal be approved:
David Hobbs

2nd:




Rich McNearny

No further discussion took place.  The voice vote was unanimous and the request will go on to the CRC and Faculty for approval.

INFORMATION ITEMS
Changing PE Requirements and the opportunities for Tech

Abbott

Accreditation bodies for the PE are requiring 150 credits for certification effective 2011 in addition to a college degree and 4 years work experience.

To meet this change, Tech is considering offering additional online courses or a compressed weekend delivery format.  The existing MPEM courses may be appropriate as a building block and others may have to be created.  This requirement may encourage more students to take advantage of our 5 Year MS program.  FE requirements have not changed.  

Diane Wolfgram will research the requirements and put together a proposal for certification by next Fall’s Graduate Council meeting.
GRE Test Changing






Dunstan

GRE had planned to launch a revised an improved General Test in September. Due to potential risk to testing access, these plans have been cancelled.

Primary factors were commitment to provide:

· all test takers and score users easy access to tests and scores,

· Minimal change and disruption in the test process, and

· Most valid predictor possible for a test taker’s preparedness for graduate study.

ETS couldn’t accommodate all anticipated fall 2007 GRE test takers with the new Internet-based Testing network and was looking at multiple contingency plans, each of which carried potential risks.  The company received input from graduate deans, admission staff, test center staff, and the international educational advising community over past several months and it was determined that ETS could not assure full, simultaneous access to the revised test for all students worldwide.

The test and scoring method will remain the same for the time being.

In addition, a request to change the GRE requirement for Montana graduate students has been submitted to the Board of Regents.  The requested policy would read: “All graduate programs in the Montana University System shall establish admission and selection standards that are appropriate to the program of study.”  

This change would allow each campus to decide if they wish to waive the GRE requirement entirely or eliminate the requirement for specific groups, such as students in the work force.  

Information on the policy change will be forthcoming.
Status report on PhD program





Abbott

Since Abbott is new to his position, he asked the Council to give some background on Tech’s PhD approval history.  Figueira and Wolfgram began working on a PhD proposal in 1994 with no results for their efforts through a period of several years.

Since Tech is not authorized to grant doctoral degrees, the degree granting entity would have to be U of M.  This would require approval of Northwest, an issue President Dennison would be willing to carry forward.  President Dennison would like a joint degree with an engineering component to be granted by U of M. This idea does not appeal to some at Tech.  

The most recent proposal listed all Tech faculty members and many at UM-M and was not specific enough. It actually looked more like the IIP that is currently in place and so was rejected by Dennison.  Ideally we are looking for 6 professors on each campus to prepare a degree proposal.  There will be nothing further to report until an appropriate proposal is prepared and presented to the Graduate Council for discussion.

Figueira reminded the Council that this is an opportunity for Tech to attract and retain top quality students if we want to take advantage of it.  However, if we decide not to go forward, we need to inform Dennison of this decision also.

DISCUSSION ITEMS - None
ANNOUNCEMENTS 






ALL
Tuition Waiver Update






Dunstan  

In-State Waivers will not include the $30 registration fee beginning Fall 2007.  In 2006-07, the value was $2,003.70 ($1973.70+ 30) for 9 credits and the value for 2007-08 will be $1973.70.

Non-Resident Tuition will be increased approximately 3% with a waiver valued at $4450.53 for 9 credit enrollment.  2006-07 value for 9 credits = $4320.90 
Upon confirmation of Legislature, Resident Tuition will not be increased.

The Deans will review GTAs and tuition waivers today. Hopefully by the end of the week, amounts and distribution will be determined.  Figueira reiterated that funding from Contracts & Grants has ultimate flexibility but campus funds have limited flexibility.
John Brower retirement





Figueira
John Brower was previously the Director of the Graduate School and will be retiring at the end of the school term.
Minutes Submitted by Cindy Dunstan
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